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Somatogravic Go Around Accidents/Serious 
Incidents 2000 - 2016



How can we manage exposure to GA LOCi



Transfer of Risk; 
Unstable Approach –
to Go Around?

Today’s Dilemma…
• We want flight crews to follow GA 

Policies

• We don’t want to have a go-around 
for every unstable approach

• Can’t have both…



Continued Approach / Go Around 
Risk Relationship

Continued Approach Go Around

R
is

k

Height AGL   

Unwanted 

Risk Transfer

High Low



%
 o

f 
U

n
st

a
b

le
 A

p
p

ro
a

ch
es

 
C

o
n

ti
n

u
ed

 t
o

 la
n

d
in

g

Mitigation

Better 
GA Policy
Definition
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Management
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Affect on Number of Flights Going Around
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1,000 AGL
500 AGL

300 AGL

Unstable Approach Rates

1.5%

0.5%

3.0%2.5% exposure reduction

1000 Flts/Day – 25 GAs

3000 Flts/Day – 75 GAs

6000 Flts/Day – 150 GAs
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Airline Experience of Exposure Reduction



Reduction in Go Around Exposure 2016
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Are current GA Gates cast in stone?

• Stable Approach Monitoring 
systems alert crews to GA below 
500 feet

• Circling Approach Stable criteria 
allow 300 feet stable height

• Have you ever seen a safety 
analysis done for 1000 or 500 
feet?



What about Touchdown Point Limits (TPL)?

• Should a marked Touchdown 
Zone (TDZ) dictate the limit of a 
safe TDP? 

• TDZ 3000 foot limit same for
• 9000 foot runway

• 12000 foot runway

• Is it better to go around in a low 
energy state when you have 
4000 feet extra runway?

• Can a TPL determination reduce 
exposure to LOC-i?



Touchdown Zone

3000 ft

1/3

Touch down in this zone  or Go-around – Right?
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Optimum TDZ (OTZ)

“UNSTABILIZED”

Touchdown Point Limit
(TPL)
Extend past TDZ?
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In Summary

• Reducing exposure to the go around phase can reduce LOC-I risk

• Realistic steps can be done today to reduce exposure to go-arounds
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Thank you
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