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Flight Safety Foundation is set to hold its 72nd annual International Air Safety Summit 
(IASS 2019) in Taipei on Nov. 4–6. Held every year since 1947, IASS is aviation’s pre-
mier safety summit, drawing over 300 representatives from more than 50 countries to 

examine safety matters of special concern to the aviation community. The summit attracts 
professionals from across the aviation industry, including air carriers, helicopter operators, 
manufacturers and equipment suppliers, trainers, flight crews, maintenance personnel, 
industry executives, and regulators.

Submissions of abstracts are due by Friday, April 26. Notification of acceptance of submis-
sions will be communicated during late May.

On day two of this year’s event, in addition to the general session, we again will be con-
ducting a parallel session on topics of specific interest to maintenance and engineering 
personnel.

Although we do not want to limit possible topics, we are particularly interested in submis-
sions that address the broad areas of focus and special topics outlined in the following 
pages.
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INVESTIGATIONS ON PAST ACCIDENTS
Unfortunately, no matter how safe our industry becomes, there will be accidents and incidents. The best investiga-
tions are often run by skilled independent agencies with teams of professionals examining evidence from the most 
likely — and sometimes the most unusual —places. Knowing exactly what happened in a particular event and what 
human factors were involved gives us the best chance of hardening existing defenses for safety.

Topics to include: The NTSB’s Most Wanted List includes safety improvements for Part 135 operations. How 
could these improvements have made a difference in past accidents? Runway safety (including runway incursions, 
runway excursions and runway or taxiway collisions or near-collisions), loss of control – in flight and controlled 
flight into terrain are critical International Civil Aviation Organization safety issues. Other topics include informa-
tion from the most recent accident investigations for improving equipment design, training or current operational 
procedures.

RESEARCH AND STUDY FOR SAFETY
Research and ever-maturing safety management systems (SMS) are yielding better information on what is work-
ing today and what causes errors or just plain vulnerabilities in our current systems. Using information generated 
by SMSs is important to improving improve operations, but not all of this information is easily shareable among 
stakeholders.

Topics to include: Research on issues that cause diminished performance such as fatigue, human factors, technol-
ogy and the human-machine interface, and the mining of operational safety data, whether done independently or 
collaboratively. Other topics could involve use of digital hubs for collaboration between departments, organizations 
and industries and how evidence-based training involves learning from operations and providing individual feed-
back to frontline employees, as well as improving training content and simulator scenarios.

ACHIEVING THE SAME SAFETY LEVELS ACROSS ALL SECTORS OF AVIATION
We need to keep improving the safety performance of turboprop operations, cargo operations, business aviation 
and general aviation in all corners of the world. In some of these sectors, there are notable differences in per-
formance, and we need to achieve the same high levels of performance across all industry sectors, knowing that 
hazards and challenges can be unique.

Topics to include: What are the unique risks facing turboprop and cargo operations? What solutions might be 
available but must be practiced worldwide to achieve the same high level of performance across all sectors of the 
industry?
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PLANNING FOR A SAFE FUTURE
To make our future safer, we must take a highly integrated approach to designing aviation operations. Systems of 
the future will most likely use technologies and methodologies that are not being used today This could mean that 
we will need to define envelopes of operation and control to protect security and related data.

Topics to include: What will future operations look like, and in what new ways will they be planned and tested? 
What is involved in designing geofencing for remotely piloted or autonomous vehicles and devices? Who is look-
ing five, 10, 25 or even 50 years into the future? How are they doing it? What tools are they using and what are they 
seeing? Can we collaborate with other industries? What is happening with the investigations of events that have 
disrupted aviation operations? What other disruptive technologies are likely in the future? How will we handle 
system capacity issues?

FREE DISCUSSION
Ideas and greater understanding often come from discussions in which individuals learn from each other. Even 
after some of the best presentations, there are questions and discussions that bring understanding to a new level. 
Our conference will include time to make these connections between people and discuss important safety develop-
ments. Presenters will be asked to make themselves available in a “speakers’ corner” following their presentations.

MAINTENANCE-RELATED FOCUS AREAS
For the parallel maintenance session, we would like to invite potential speakers to submit abstracts for presenta-
tions on the above topics as they relate to maintenance, as well any of the following topics:

Failure to follow procedures: No engineer or mechanic wants to violate procedure, so why does it happen?

Maintenance human factors: How do factors such as work environment, documentation, fatigue and training 
affect safe operations? What other factors exist and what can be done to minimize procedural errors or enhance 
compliance within those areas?

Oversight/quality programs: What are the effects of having a second set of eyes, double inspection systems and 
contract maintenance?

Roles of applicable stakeholders: How can effective oversight be encouraged in a maintenance domain char-
acterized by widespread geographic and program diversity? What are the responsibilities of the operator vs. the 
regulator vs. the maintenance organization?

Professionalism: “While rushing to avoid a delay … ”

Other General Topics: Awareness of responsibilities, resilience, communication and complacency. Ensuring the 
best “fix” through open and effective communication with flight crews and supervisors. Use of all available tools, 
data and resources should be standard practice when maintaining aircraft.



I wish to present a paper at IASS 2018 and have enclosed a brief (no more than 250 words) abstract of the 
proposed paper, plus a resume or curriculum vitae of no more than one page.

Presenter Information

Author’s Name (Print):

Paper Title:

I am submitting this paper to be considered for presentation at: IASS 2019 Maintenance Day 2

Learning/Skills Objectives
What will participants learn and what skills will they gain or enhance by attending your presentation? What will 
they be able to take back to their organization?

Intended Audience
Who from the aviation safety community is your primary intended audience for this proposed session?

Author’s Name: ________________________________________________________________________________

Position:

Organization:

Telephone:

Email:

• Abstracts must be submitted to Flight Safety Foundation by Friday, April 26, 2019, and should include:

• One page abstract (no more than 250 words in English);

• A final slide from the presentation listing conclusions;

• A biography of the speaker of no more than 400 words, noting other seminars or conferences where they have 
presented; and,

• The completed presenter information form above.

• Presentations will be selected on the basis of content and applicability.

• Each presenter will be responsible for his or her own travel and accommodation costs. Summit entry fees are waived for 
all presenters.

• Presentation duration, which includes time for question and answer, is approximately 30 minutes.

• Submittal of an abstract or paper implies agreement that the author shall grant a non-exclusive license to the 
Foundation for publication.

• PowerPoint presentations should include text size of at least 18 points.

• Notification of abstract acceptance or denial will be communicated during late May 2019.

Complete this form and return it by Friday, April 26, 2019, to Flight Safety Foundation: 
Email: technical@flightsafety.org | Fax: +1 703.739.6708

IASS 2019 PRESENTATION PROPOSAL SUBMISSION FORM
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