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Notices to Airmen, 
Also known as “Just a bunch of garbage” 

Robert Sumwalt, Chairman, US National Transportation Safety Board  

About Air Canada Flt 759 near crash over San Francisco taxiway 
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A trip back in time 

Major changes in information technology since 1920 

• 1963: Introduction of ASCII format, bringing lowercases 

• 1998: Introduction of XML, human- and machine-readable 

• 2010: Release of the first iPad, first major selling tablet 

 

Major changes to Notam since 1920 

• 1947: “Notice to Airmen” officially replaced by “Notam” 

• 1953: ICAO Annex 15 introduces the Notam format 

 

         We fly  M$ airplanes & using 1920’s info presentation  

Quizz – When was the Notam concept introduced?                 
       

 1920 
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The Notam Problematic 

No one wants to read walls of non-formatted 
uppercase text 

Q)VOMF/QMWHW/IV/BO/A/000/999/1

714N07826E005 

Have we changed since 1920 ?  

1 – The format is awful 
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The Notam Problematic 

1920: First Notice to Airmen 

2006: 500.000 Notam have been published 

2013: 1.000.000 Notam 

2018 : 4.000.000 Notam Published (lido & jeppesen sources) 

(ICAO TF “NOTAM non Proliferation”) 

• Since 2006 : 8 times  more  airports in the world? 

• Since 2006 : 8 times more relevant changes and updates? 

     Or … 

•    Are there much irrelevant information? 

•            Is it just an umbrella festival ? 

2 – The amount of Notam has soared 
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The Notam Problematic 

In order to assist crews, companies try to put smart rules in their 
Notam processing.  

However:         Prioritizing Notam is difficult.  

• - Notam are often not properly categorized  

• - Q Codes are unreliable  

• - Too many erroneous Q Codes.  

• - Too many lazy publishers using Q XXXX.  

•         Highlighting the essential information is difficult.  

•         Too many abbreviations.                                            
Unserviceable? U/S? US?  Unsrvcbl? Unservcble?  U/Serviceable? 
…  

3 Highlighting critical information to crews is hard 
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The Notam Problematic 

Grass cutting information 
asking for caution and 
readiness is sadly miss 
understood by pilots! 

4 – The content can appear irrelevant for pilots 

But the goal is often miss interpretaded : 

A1956/18 NOTAMR A1897/18 

Q)GOOO/QFAHG/IV/NBO/A/000/999/1233N01617W005 

A)GOGG 

B)1812101310 C)1901101305EST 

E)GRASS CUTTING. WORK IN PROGRESS.PRESENCE OF 

WOKERS.CAUTION ADVISE. 

 

 

A0469/19 NOTAMR A3173/18  

 

A)VOHS  

B)1902261148  

C)1905311230  

D)DAILY 0300-1230  

E)GRASS CUTTING AND PESTICIDE SPRAYING WIP ON BASIC STRIP 

OF RUNWAY AND TWY. PILOTS TO EXER CTN. 
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TIME IS  

MONEY, RESOURCES, PRESSURE 

& 

CAN BE DANGEROUS ! 
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TVX 8 rappelle piste degagee.mp4
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SA 

SA 

SA 
NOTAMS  NOTAMS 

KEY ACTION :        SITUATIONAL AWARNESS   
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The Notam Problematic 

ICAO Annex 15 - A NOTAM shall contain information concerning the 
establishment, condition or change in any aeronautical facility, 
service, procedure or hazard, the timely knowledge of which               

is    essential    to personnel concerned with flight operations.  

 

 

Statements and rules expectation are not standard 

Notam 

ICAO Annex 6  « Relevant »                                      
EU 965/2012 « Appropriate » 

CCAS « Necessary »                                      
EASA SAFA RAMP « Considered Necessary » 

 

 

Ops 

« Adequacy » 

   « Accessibility » 
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The content can be too many & sadly organised  

Issue : Among some current tools  
Number and order of NOTAM appearance  make the flight preparation 

uneasy & unsafe 
• Interest of Highlighting information relevant for the flight (priority) 
Ex: Information «  this aerodrome cannot be chosen as an alternate 
aerodrome » is displayed 11th and after obstacles NOTAM 
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French DGAC actions 

• Ops classification 

• Feasability and adaptation to ICAO existing doc 

• Implementation in SOFIA briefing app. 

• CASH follow up  

(Collaborative Aerodrome Safety Highlights) 
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     Actions already launched : 
- 5th March : Workshop with DGAC/IATA/Ops/Lido/Jepps 
- Following actions within the WG 
- Better « know the other » meeting 
- ICAO Notam WG with an insider (group member) 

 
    DGAC purpose works  with a no cost  strategy :  
•Pilots at flight preparation to better improve:  

Situation Awarness  decision-making  minimize errors  

 
•AIS obligation : No cut in provided list of NOTAM ! 
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First step : Sort NOTAM with OPS strategy ! 
Adequacy  
(opening, closing, operational limitation ...)  
Question : « Can this aerodrome be used and reached ? »  
 

Accessibility 
(minima, instrument procedures, means of approach, markup ...)  
Question: “Does this aerodrome publication affect the performance of my flight ?" 
 

Environment 
(obstacles impacting performance, works, particular platform conditions such as 
ground limitations, noise abatement procedures...)  
Question: “Do I have to follow restrictive or adaptive elements ?" 

 
Informations nice to have / or warnings  
             (bird hazard, activity zones aerobatics, para jumping ...)  
            Question: “Nice to know not impacting the operational a priori character ?” 
?" 
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Regulatory Compliance 
• Aim : based on regulation, having the same benefits as sorting by operational 

category 
 
Goal: new algorithm for ordering  NOTAMs presentation by relying on the 2nd and 
3rd letter of the NOTAM  Q code (subject) 
The 4th and 5th letters indicating the subject have not been deemed enough reliable 
 
Example: Q)LFFF/QWPLW/IV/M/AW/000/125/4932N00005E005  

 
• Decision to group sections according to the ICAO manual (doc 8126) 
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Final order for SOFIA Briefing : New Algorithm 
1st  sort by category 
ICAO Manual 8126 

FIR: Categories order 
Airspace Organization and Air traffic procedures 

Air traffic and VOLMET services 

Communication and surveillance facilities 

GNSS services and terminal and en-route navigation 

facilities 

Airspace restrictions 

Warnings 

Obstacles 

Other information 

Aerodromes: Categories order 
Aerodromes and services  

Maneuvering area 

Parking area 

Lighting facilities 

Instrument and microwave landing systems, terminal 

navigation facilities and GNSS Services 

Air Traffic Procedures 

Organization, communication and surveillance 

facilities 

Meteorological services and equipment 

Airspace restrictions 

Warnings 

Obstacles 

Other information 
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Final order for SOFIA Briefing V1: PIB Route 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Q Code 

(2nd and 

3rd letter) Airspace restrictions 

RA Airspace reservation 

RO Overflying 

RP Prohibited area 

RR Restricted area 

RT Temporary restricted area 

RD Danger area 

RM Military operating area 

3rd sort by Purpose 
1- NBO 
2- BO 
3- B 
4- M 

 Q Code  
(2nd and 
3rd letter) Aerodrome and services 
FA Aerodrome  
FP Heliport 
FF Firefighting and rescue 
FU Fuel availability 
FZ Customs/immigration 
FE Oxygen 
FI Aircraft de-icing 
FJ Oils 

2nd sort by Q code inside the category 
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Results 

Route LFBD--LFMT  
Current DSNA Tools: NOTAMWEB 

Route LFBD--LFMT  
New sort 

Willingness to change order of appearance of NOTAM 
for PIB Route  
Presentation Order : 
• NOTAM AD departure  
• NOTAM AD destination 
• NOTAM Other AD 
• NOTAM FIR on the route 
& Operational order inside each section 

SWITCHING to an OPS LOGIC 

January 2020  

Document Acrobat1.pdf
Document Acrobat2.pdf
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Collaborative work already in progress 

• Operators 

• Inspectors 

• AI providers 

• AIS 

• IATA 

• DGAC 

 

 

And even more with « nice to know » 

LST information 
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CASH 
COLLABORATIVE AERODROME SAFETY HIGHLIGHTS 

 
 

- « Situation Awarness Enhancement » safety information  

- In a collaborative process 

- Under the LST decision 

- Compulsary information not available in NOTAMs 
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HTTPS://WWW.ECOLOGIQUE-SOLIDAIRE.GOUV.FR/EN/COLLABORATIVE-
AERODROME-SAFETY-HIGHLIGHTS-ENG -  

https://www.ecologique-solidaire.gouv.fr/en/collaborative-aerodrome-safety-highlights-eng
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NEXT STEPS 

 

 Following a worldwide  « ops classification » of NOTAM  presented 
to actors 

 

 Sharing opportunities to reduce  the number of Notam 
 Promoting « Collaborative Aerodrome Safety Highlights »  in LST 

 

 Moving quickly to a modern new « Notam standard » 

 

 Starting international discussions on the aeronautical information 
 Documentation, communication, transmission. 
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WHY ARE WE DOING THIS ? 

Parachutistes et couloir aerien.mp4
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andre.vernay@aviation-civile.gouv.fr 

Combined  

Actions 

 Required 

 


